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Michael J. ColliganHamilton native JIM BLOUNT earned bachelor 

and master degrees in history at the University 
of Cincinnati and Miami University. He has 
researched local history for more than 55 years, 
and written more than a dozen books. He taught 
history and journalism in college, high school 
and junior high school, and was Hamilton’s 
first “Teacher of the Year” in 1992. His award-
winning journalism career included five years 
at the Cincinnati Enquirer and more than 23 
years at the Hamilton JournalNews, 15 as editor. 
Today he lectures widely and writes local history 
for the Lane Public Libraries website. Mr. Blount 
has received numerous awards for community 
service, including 2008 election to the Greater Butler County Business Hall 
of Fame. He is chairman of the Butler County Transportation Improvement 
District, and a member of the Colligan Fund Committee of the Hamilton 
Community Foundation. 

The Jim Blount History Educator Award is given biennially to teachers whose 
inspired work stimulates historical inquiry and understanding, and exemplifies 
the dedication to history education epitomized in Mr. Blount’s life and career.  

FRANÇOIS FURSTENBERG earned degrees 
from Columbia and Johns Hopkins Universities 
and is Associate Professor of History at Johns 
Hopkins. Earlier he held the J.W. McConnell 
Family Foundation Chair in American Studies, 
Université de Montréal, and visiting positions 
at Université de Paris VII-Denis Diderot and 
King’s College, Cambridge. He has held eight 
fellowships and is an Elected Member of the 
American Antiquarian Society. Furstenberg’s 
major publications include When the United 
States Spoke French: French Émigrés, Land, and 
Empire in the Age of Revolutions (July, 2014), 
and In the Name of the Father: Washington’s 

Legacy, Slavery, and the Making of a Nation (2006, 2007), a Finalist 
for the Washington Book Prize. George Washington and the American 
Nation: A Brief History with Documents is under contract for the Bedford 
Series in History and Culture. His articles have won the Adams Prize of 
the Southeastern American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies, the 
Billington Award of the Western Historical Association, and the ABC-CLIO: 
America: History and Life Award. He has been named a History News 
Network Top Young Historian, and is a Distinguished Lecturer of  
the Organization of American Historians.

The goal of the Michael J. Colligan History Project  
is making historical understanding accessible  

and enriching for all members of the community.
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Michael J. Colligan

We are grateful to the following sponsors:

Miami University Hamilton

The Hamilton Community Foundation

Michael J. Colligan Fund Committee of  
The Hamilton Community Foundation

and to generous contributors who have helped 
make this program possible.

For more information contact: 
Curtis W. Ellison, Director 

513.785.3230

colliganproject.org



Lisa C. Eubanks
9th Grade American History 

10th Grade World Studies, Sociology, 
Global Issues, Law & You 

Ross High School

Kim T. Young
Senior High World History,  

American History,  
American Studies & Government 

Fairfield High School

Richard O Jones
Former Writer & Editor, 
Hamilton Journal News

Special recognition for contributions  
to public history

An award-winning teacher at Ross High School since 2010 and earlier at Mount 
Healthy High School and Princeton Middle School, Lisa Eubanks is applauded 
by peers as invaluable. A Literacy Coach for professional development in reading 
comprehension, she is said to have “assisted each and every teacher” in reaching 
their goals. She coaches the Mock Trial Team, advises the American Sign Language 
Club, and is “extremely passionate about what she is teaching.” To bring the 
past to life her students work in cooperative learning groups researching Latin 
American revolutionaries who compete in a “Mr. Latin American Revolution 
Pageant” with a talent presentation of, for example, original songs or raps about 
a revolutionary’s career, or a mock sword fight demonstrating distinctive skills.  
Each revolutionary figure performs in first person and is interviewed by others.  
To underwrite this project Ms. Eubanks has students read a variety of texts and 
evaluate diverse arguments. “It is,” she says, “my job to prepare my students for 
whatever life holds for them after high school.” 

Ms. Young has “changed the lives of young people for the past thirty years” 
at Fairfield High School. After college she had a successful career as an execu-
tive retail buyer, then earned a Master of Arts in Teaching and in 1995 became 
a history teacher at Fairfield Intermediate School. She creates lessons that foster 
rigorous debate and freedom of expression to encourage active citizenship. Her 
student projects have included recruiting Europeans for colonial resettlement by 
researching attractions of the colonies, reviewing primary sources about oppos-
ing American and British perspectives at Lexington and Concord, and creating 
a 1920s Jazz Expo with an Art Deco Speakeasy featuring music, food, interviews, 
entertainment and a 1920s radio show. Students have analyzed protest music  
from the 1960s, created a 21st century protest song, and compared the ‘20s  
and ‘60s with today. Colleagues celebrate Ms. Young’s expertise, passion, and  
tireless work ethic that personalizes history through diary entries and biographical 
profiles performed by students as historical characters. Her work, said one,  
“epitomizes a student-centered, inquiry based problem-solving style that is 
enlightening and flat out fun!”   

During his tenure at the Hamilton Journal-News from 1989 to 2013, Mr. Jones 
served as arts/entertainment writer, theater and music critic, columnist, features 
writer, lifestyle editor, editor of a weekly community newspaper, special sections 
editor, and beat reporter covering city government, education and community 
development. His “On Record” column of music reviews and news was nation-
ally syndicated by Thomson News Service in the 1990s. He wrote over 10,000 
“stories of my people,” as he likes to say, earning local popularity, statewide 
and national recognition from the Associated Press, the Society of Professional 
Journalists, the National Endowment for the Arts, the Annenberg Institute and 
the Hamilton community. His main interest is arts and culture. He has written 
often on Hamilton’s rich history, including 23 articles between March 7 and May 
5, 2013 about the City of Hamilton Great Miami River Flood of 1913 Centennial 
Commemoration, bringing that historic event vividly to life for the public.
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