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The Fitton Center for Creative Arts and the Michael J. Colligan History 
Project are partnering for a series of discussions about the role of the arts 
in Hamilton’s past and future.  All events are free and open to the public. 

Right:  When It Rains It Pours, bronze water sculpture by Miles Metzger, commissioned and 
placed in Armstead Park by the Main Street Area Association.
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What’s Your Story? Heritage Stories of Hamilton & the Miami Valley  

An Interview with Harry Wilks 
Thursday, September 6 • 7pm
LOCATION: HARRY WILKS HOUSE AT PYRAMID HILL
Harry T. Wilks, longtime local attorney, real estate investor, and philanthropist generous to his 
community, has true passion for the arts. This is evident in his home and at Pyramid Hill Sculp-
ture Park & Museum. Moderated by Shaun Higgins, this interview will be recorded before a live 
audience with discussion following, and is a free ticketed event with limited seating open to the 
public on a first-come basis. For tickets call 513.785.3277 or send an email to hoskinls@MiamiOH.
edu. Co-sponsored by Miami Hamilton Downtown and TvHAMILTON.

Culture, Politics, and the Creative Economy 
Robert Lynch, President and CEO, Americans for the Arts
Wednesday, September 19 • 7:30pm
LOCATION:  FITTON CENTER FOR CREATIVE ARTS
Arts are inherently valuable and part of a solution to social problems, a nation’s secret weapon 
that helps advance communities by dealing with at-risk youth, jobs, economics, racial issues, and 
crime. Mr. Lynch will discuss the state of the arts, how and why arts are central to political and 
community dialogue, how this has developed, and funding and policy necessary to advance arts 
and arts education. One voice and one vote make a difference. This is a moment to advocate for 
the arts by learning where we are, have been, and can go with arts in America.

Mobilizing Arts Impact on Communities 
Mary McCullough-Hudson, President and CEO, ArtsWave, Cincinnati
Thursday, October 11 • 7:30pm
LOCATION:  FITTON CENTER FOR CREATIVE ARTS
In 2010 the 83-year-old Cincinnati Institute of Fine Arts transformed its focus from arts finan-
cial needs to arts impact on community interests and priorities, and adopted a name, mission 
and funding framework to create a more vibrant economy and engaged community. Today the 
ArtsWave annual campaign is the largest in the country and a source of support for over 100 arts 
organizations. ArtsWave CEO Mary McCullough-Hudson, a native of Hamilton, will share the 
path of these changes and the organization’s vision and strategies.

One Hundred Fifty Years of the Arts in Hamilton 
Rick H. Jones, Executive Director, Fitton Center for Creative Arts 
Thursday, November 8 • 7:30pm
LOCATION:  FITTON CENTER FOR CREATIVE ARTS
Rick H. Jones has been Executive Director of the Fitton Center for Creative Arts since January 
1991. Since then its budget has grown tenfold, membership has tripled, and annual support 
has increased 800%. His vision continues to be a community vibrant in the arts that improves 
lives educationally, socially, economically, and culturally. Mr. Jones will present an overview of 
milestones in community arts in and around Hamilton from the Civil War to the present – with 
a look at what is coming in the near future. 

Building a Better Hamilton Through the Arts 
Greg Handberg, Senior VP, Artspace Projects, Inc., Minneapolis

Wednesday, December 5 • 7pm
LOCATION:  MIAMI HAMILTON DOWNTOWN, 221 HIGH ST.
Greg Handberg is a firm believer in the positive impact of artists on community and the im-
portance of permanently affordable and sustainable space for artists and arts organizations. He 
joined Artspace in 1999 and leads all of its real estate activities. Under his leadership Artspace has 
created over 20 arts facilities across the nation, with a total development cost of over $300 mil-
lion. Artspace Hamilton Lofts, an adaptive reuse of the former Strauss Department Store, will of-
fer affordable live/work apartments, and gallery, community and commercial space for Hamilton 
revitalization and its rising arts scene. 
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