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American Wars & American Life
As the Civil War sesquicentennial closes, the WWI centennial approaches  
and the 70th anniversary of the end of WWII passes, join us to explore  
how these traumatic conflicts changed the nation, how they have been 
remembered, and how today’s War on Terror has been explored in memoirs 
by first-hand witnesses.

WEDNESDAY

9.9.15

Encounters with mass violence produce horrible ruptures in people’s 
lives and extraordinary efforts to heal them. The trauma and pain caused 
by the 9/11 attacks and the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq is revealed in 
countless memoirs. It highlights tension between witnesses who insist 
that tragic losses not be forgotten and massive political projects to erase 
personal suffering through patriotic narratives and memorials.

Witnessing the War on Terror  
in American Culture
John E. Bodnar 
Distinguished Professor of History, Indiana University 
Organization of American Historians Distinguished Lecturer

7:30pm • Harry T. Wilks Conference Center

WEDNESDAY

9.30.15

The process of reuniting and reconciling the nation after the Civil War 
was a tenuous one. How did the Civil War generation understand the war? 
What were veterans thinking in those famous photographs of men shaking 
hands across the rock wall at Gettysburg? What had the war meant to 
women, and to United States Colored Troops? How did its meanings change 
in the 20th century? The President of the Society of Civil War Historians 
explores historical memory. 

Reconciling and Reuniting  
the Nation: How Americans Have  
Remembered the Civil War
Caroline E. Janney 
Professor of History, Purdue University 
Organization of American Historians Distinguished Lecturer

7:30pm • Harry T. Wilks Conference Center

TUESDAY

11.10.15

Popular visual imagery of American women during World War I reveals 
a key issue of early 20th c. women’s history: the rise of the modern “new 
woman.” World War I did not cause a major transformation in women’s 
roles or status, but media attention to women who were engaged in war 
service at home and abroad helped consolidate the perception of a new 
woman who challenged boundaries that had restricted women’s lives. 

World War I & the Modern  
American Woman 
Lynn Dumenil 
Robert Glass Cleland Professor of American History, Emerita 
Occidental College 
Organization of American Historians Distinguished Lecturer

7:30pm • Harry T. Wilks Conference Center

TUESDAY

4.5.16

Ernie Pyle was America’s eyewitness to World War II. He was not just the 
most popular correspondent of World War II – he also left a lasting imprint 
on the way Americans perceive that war, and all U.S. wars since. The win-
ner of the National Book Critics Circle Award in biography discusses Ernie 
Pyle’s critical role in shaping popular perceptions of the war effort and the 
image of the American soldier. 

Ernie Pyle & Americans at War  
James Tobin 
Professor of Media, Journalism and Film 
Miami University 
Jim Blount History Educator Award Lecture

7:30pm • Harry T. Wilks Conference Center

Hamilton Campus

HISTORY PROJECT
Michael J. Colligan

Staging the Past
The Colligan History Project will sponsor the Mad  
Anthony Theatre Company’s 2015-16 series of three 
plays, each inspired by actual people and past events. 
Join us for special presentations ahead of each play  
that will provide historical and other perspectives to 
deepen our theatrical appreciation.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2015

Everybody Wants  
to Be Sondheim
Larry Moore

7:30pm 
Fitton Center for Creative Arts
Praised by the New York Daily News as “one of 

the most ingenious practitioners in his profession,” since 1979 Middletown 
native Larry Moore has worked in New York on musical theatre restoration, 
editing, orchestration, choral arranging and recording. This lively presen-
tation considers Stephen Sondheim’s role in Larry Moore’s life, and reviews 
40 years of American musical theatre.
In conjunction with Sondheim on Sondheim, “a funny, affectionate and revealing tribute to 
musical theater’s greatest living composer and lyricist” in his own words and music, to be 
staged at the Fitton Center for Creative Arts October 15-18, 2015.

In 1932 union vs. management confrontations are on the rise, unem-
ployment rampant, and communism and fascism appear viable. Henry 
Ford, who put the world on wheels, thinks he has a solution. During this 
interactive play Henry will talk to car dealers about his past, about the 
new Ford V-8, and about the future of soybeans. It seems an optimistic 
moment in a negative time.   
In conjunction with Camping with Henry and Tom, a “witty, elegant, and enormously 
entertaining” exploration of the friendship, politics and leadership of Henry Ford, Thomas 
Edison and Warren G. Harding, to be staged at the Fitton Center for Creative Arts February 
18-21, 2016.

Henry Ford: Fit to a “T” 
A Dramatic Presentation

Hank Fincken 
A National Theatre of Company of One  

Indianapolis, Indiana

7:30pm 
Fitton Center for Creative Arts

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2016

Ernest Hemingway and F. Scott Fitzgerald loved and hated each other 
from the moment they met in 1925 at the Dingo Bar in Paris. Fitzgerald 
proved to be the more generous friend but Hemingway the more suc-
cessful writer, in part thanks to Fitzgerald’s help. Both rejected the “lost 
generation” tag, but both helped to create, perpetuate, glamorize, and 
even live it. 
In conjunction with Scott and Hem, “a drama about the cost of love, friendship and the 
price of being a writer,” a rambling 1937 conversation between F. Scott Fitzgerald and 
Ernest Hemingway in Hollywood, to be staged at the Fitton Center for Creative Arts  
May 12-15, 2016.

Hemingway, Fitzgerald,  
& the Lost (?) Generation
Donald A. Daiker 
Professor Emeritus, English, Miami University

7:30pm 
Fitton Center for Creative Arts

THURSDAY, MAY 5, 2016

(513) 863-8873
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